
Metacognitive Frames of reference





THE FRAME OF REFERENCE

The Frame of Reference:

Can be used with ANY Thinking map

Gives students an opportunity to think 

about their thinking.

Encourages greater reflective thinking.



3 guiding questions

How do you know what you know?

What is influencing the information 

on your Map?

Why is this information important?





Construct 

the map

Add the 

Frame

Construct 

the map

Assign a 

Frame

When do you add the Frame of Reference?



GW Examples

Frames of Reference
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In this example the frame of reference is used to explore the evidence for the 

points made in the Circle Map. “How do you know this?”
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This is an example of a Double Bubble map comparing 2 versions of “Twelfth Night”. The frame of 

reference here is used to extend the points made in the map with examples
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Here is the Frame in 

close up. You can 

see the level of 

reflective analysis 

that is happening 

here. There are clear 

source based 

responses but also 

personal opinions
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In this Bubble Map 

students are 

describing Las Vegas 

– the frame of 

reference is asking 

students to reflect on 

how they “know what 

they know.”
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This is a good example of the 

frame being used at a very 

personal and reflective level. 

The Circle Map focuses on 

aspects of the media but the 

frame really develops this 

with a key question that helps 

develop self awareness.

This is also a good example 

of how thinking maps and the 

Frame being used to develop 

extended writing
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This is a creative example of how the Thinking Hats have been used as frames for 

both the circle map diagnostic and reflective questioning. 
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This is an example from a Teaching and Learning Meeting where staff used a Tree 

Map to reflect on strategies they had used. There are two frames for this map 

which are reflective and strategic in nature
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This Collaborative Map was used as a tool for thinking and reflection at our 

annual Senior Team Planning Day. The Frame focused us on outcomes. 


